We move Crown Jewel, = <= =
liara’s first 5800 Sovran, from...
[ .ake Krie to New York City

BY JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
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You know how to whistle, don't you?

The first time | labd eves an Crown Jewed, the new Tiara Sovian 5800,

| wanted to purse my lips and mark the moment in a manner com-
mensurale with a screen goddess, say Lauren Bacall in her dewey
prime. Yes, those were some beautiful lines on hull number one, as it
idled past my vantage point on the breakwater and into the protected
waters of Lakeside Marine Yacht Center, here on the small penimsula
jutting out into Lake Erle between Kelleys Island and Sandusky Bay,
Ohio The luxurioos new flagship of Tiara's fleet, the largest vacht they
have ever manufacturcd, the Sovian 5800 had the hull and protec-
tivee hardiop of all the Sovian models (see Yaoms, December). But it
also set new standards with its aerodynamically rked deckhouse and
down-swepl aft side windows, long hardtop overhang and beautiful
TEVErSE FANSom.

Did | rise to the occasion? | ruthiully don't remember nowif | let
out & whistle, or just mumbled a stunned "Wow”

“Wait till you drve it; came the reply from David Zgrabik, a senior
service specialist forVolvo Penta, He had spent countless hours help-
ing to plan and then install the first triple [PS 600 diesel system, the
same three 435-hp engines tuming azipod units with forward-fac-
ing dual-prop drives that would soon be pulling us along at cruising
speeds of 30 knots lor hours on end.

Dravied and | were hene to meel Crown Jewe! and join her crew lor
a delivery to Norwalk, Connecticut, We walked over to take docklines
from Dave Walsh, Tiams marketing director and Tim Westra, the e
lief delivery skipper, and marveled at the precision with which Evan
Duiendach, Tiara’s flagship coordinator and chief delivery captain,
snugged the 5800 Sovran alongside a steekfaced dock, countesy of
Volvo Penta’s IPS joystick that swung the azipods and shifted the gears
al Evan’s fingertip commanids.

“Did you have a look at the weather this morming, Walsh asked
as | shook his hand and began handing over
my gear. | had, and it wasn't very promising
A big low was spinning up south of Chicago
and beginning to move acoss the lower part
of Lake Michigan. It was headed right for us
and would overtake us in less than 24 hours.

The five of us gathered on the bridge deck
and looked at the NOWRALD radar and the
weather forecast available from Sirius Ma-
riniz Weather. Dulendach’s plan was straight-
forward—get underway and make best pos-
sible speed for Canada’s Welland Canal, 17
miles west of Buifalo, N.Y, try 1o get through
it in o timely fashion, and then eevaluate
our situation visvis the weather. Eventually
we wanted o cross Lake Ontario, transit the
Crwego and Erie Canals.and head down the
Huglson for Manhaitan,

For the next six hours, the Tiara Sovran
SO0 was our magic carpet ride, smoothing
out the light chop of Lake Ere. Dufendach
and Westra stayed on the bridge deck, watch-
ing out for the dozens of small fishing boats
that wander well olfshore this time of vear in
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search of salmon,

Wi left behind one of Lake Erie's premicre cruising destinations,
South Bass [sland and PutIn-Bay | looked to the south shore, remem-
bening the good harbor and family attrmctions at Cedar Point. [tk a
region I'm committed 1o exploring more thoroughly in the lutume

If there is & common element among many of the hoats ['ve tested
over the last 10 years, it 15 growing inclusion of, and popularity of, en-
closed helm stations on cruising vachts of all stripes, 105 & common ne
quest, too, among boomer owners who want to trv extended cruising
and have had enough expernence with helims nobsowell protected that
they won't compromise on comiort undervayAboard Crown Jeel, we
kvew all too well that the overtaking weather system could strengthen
and catch us in open water We also knew that we had a 304mot cruising
speed available to us,a tactical advantage over slower designs. Running
il 30 knots over a period of six hours, we dlso knew we'd bum approsi-
mately 360 gallons of fuel,or half our nomal capaciy:

As the nautical miles passed beneath our keel, we interacted and
gol to know one another, found places to store the gear David Zgra-
bik and | brought aboard and generally enjoved the alternoon, By
6230 PM we were tied to the wall of Port Colborne, entrance to the
Welland Canal, Evan Dufendach was on the radio with Viessel Traffic
Contral before we were tied up, hoping (o get an carly clearance 1o
enter and transit the canal. There were six saflboats tied to floating
docks nearby, Canadian sailors returning from o regaita, also wait-
ing permission to transit. They'd been there several hours, waiting to
hiear that the majority of commercial iraific, which gats priority from
Vessel Traffic Control, had finally passed through. It was obvious that
we were in for a wait. Dufendach ook our passports, found a phone
and cleared us into the country through Canada Customs,

We chatted with the locals who walked or icycled by who, like
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THE TIARA'S ENCLOSED HELM STATION REFLECTS OWNERS WHO WANT TO EXTEND
THEIR CRUISING SEASONS (TOP) AND WAS APPRECIATED WHILE RUNNING AHEAD OF A
FROMNT (BOTTOM LEFT). PART OF THE ERIE CANAL COMPLEX (BELOW).
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A TYPICAL ERIE CANAL SCEME [TOF)
WHILE CUTTING THROUGH NORTH-
ERMN MEW YORK STATE: TUGBOATS
OF THE N.Y. STATE AUTHORITY FLEET
MAINTAINING THE LOCKS [BELCW),
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE FROMBOT-
TOM, THE UNBEATABLE COMEINA,

THOM OF A LOCK; THE TIARA S800;
AMD THE AUTHOR, AT THE TIARA'S
HELM, ENJCOY THE GOOD VISIER
ITY AND THE VOLVO IPS SYSTEM'S
FINGERTIP CONTROLS
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experences of crusers passing through. And there was regular big ship
trarffic to watch, as well, large ome and bulk carners passing through the
Welland Canal o paints sast and west, Not knowing how long weid be
walting for clearance, the decision was made as darkness fell—tune lor
dinner and a movie Tim Westra had opencd the undercounter freezer
which was packed with over a weeks waorth of ioeen meals Iovinghy
prepared by Cincdy, his wile. Cut came chicken breasts in white wine
saued, lald tenderly over ice and accompanied by a crisp green salad
Homemade chocolate cookies for dessent made a heavenhy finish. We
weren | going hungry thanks 1o the Wests, Dave Walsh pulled the latest
Bond movie out of a CD wallet and we all setled in o enjoy the action,
putting off until later the next weather update

At 10:15 PM, we were cleared o enter the canal, with a condi-
tion—we would stick together with the sailboats and all go through

as a group. For the next eight hours, our small flotilla would traverse




EDCE BERMAMN

the 27-mile long canal, passing through eight locks and dropping
down 326 feet 1o Lake Ontario, Despite the hour, lock workers were
always ready with long clean yellow nylon lines to stabilize our
yachts while the waters were being drawn off. We all took a turn at
the helm and let the off watch get a quick nap In a long land cut
between locks, a stretch ol water so dark that seeing the shoreline
wits parl guesswork and parl reliance on the accuracy of the little
haat icon on the Raymarine E-120 screen, | saw the lights of a large
ship coming our way My hand instinetively moved the wheel ever
so slightly 1o starboard as my eves went o the depthfinder screen
window Plenty of water, | thought, hut less than before, In moments
it was abeam of us, its dark painted hall illumimated by our running
lights. and | was happy 1o have moved a little right of the channel
«n | first saw it approaching,

Evan Dulendach headed uws out into Lake Cotano, which was de-
veloping a chop from the winds heralding the storm system behind us,
and set a course lor nearby Niagars-Ln-The-Lake, This quaint town is
henmie of the annual Shaw Theatre Festival,and is chock ull of bed-and-
breakfast accommodations for cruisers who might want 1o see some

wh

livee theatre, explor the numernus wineries of the region, or simply get
off the lake and enjoy the hospitality of Canadian restaurateurs, Should
we stay or should we go? As we took an fuel, we weighed the distance to
Oswego, NY, entrance to the Cswego Canal, which would take us to the
Erie Canal.and the weather which was advancing steadily

Four hours later we pulled into Oswego harbor, leaving behind a
comforable sleigh nde in three- to fourdooters, By the ime we ascend-
ed the 118 feet of the Oswego Canal’s seven locks, the storm was on
us with & vengeance, With reports of 12-4oot waves on Lake Ere ring
ing in our heads, andling lock lines in the pouring rain was relatively
comforable, particularly if you remembersd 1o bring your best foulies
(1 had) and remembened to hold your amms down as vou controlled the
line (reaching up sent nvers of water sluicing down your sheeve),

This was my second passage through a section of the Ere Canal
It is truly one of the most interesting expenences & cruiser can have,
taking yvou 363 miles from Federal Lock just north of Albany, MY on
the Hudson River at the eastern end to Buffalo, NY on the western
endl. If you cnuse the canal in its entirety, negotiating 83 locks, vou'll
Hse GT6 feet g o Lake Erie More Importa |‘.|:_|. :ﬂm'" travel on ane of
the world s engineering marvels, a route first proposed in 1659, and
opened in 1825, Though it fell on hard tines lor a number of years,

and the small towns along its length suftered as trade and commerce
began to rely on overand mil and highway routes, the Erie Canal
is now under the care of the New York State Canal Corporation, Fi-
nanced by the New York State Throway Authoriby, the state has bed an
aggressive campaign to maintain the canal in top working order and
develop destinations along the way that promote recrealional boat,
four bosat, charter boat and light commercial uses.

A visit to the official Website (e nvscanals go) is a must for
those considering this mmble scross upstate New York. There are
counthess towns with municipal docks, and a host of events, to draw
vour there, if only for a week You can #ven learn where o hire a tradi-
tional “English Marmowboal, or something more modern if time and
distance will keep you from taking your own cruiser there, This is e
laxed cruising, usually around 10 knots. It seems that theres a small
town just around every bend thal yearns (o be exploned, separated
by long stretches of open country (and the occasional stretch of
highway at some points), plus the fascinating structures of the locks
and spillways themselves—manned by [rendly lock keepers who
aren’t afrmid 1o chat or recommend a good stap down the line

YOU CAN MAKE IT HERE (NEW YOREK CITY) WITH TIARA'S HARDTOR

Alter the storm front passed us by we had two days of brilliant
sunlight and early autumn weather We found docks with S0-amp ser
vice every night. stayed In small towns with good restaurants within
walking distance or only a short cab ride away Fuel was available as
well, but we wene well supplied and planned (o refll in Albany once
we antered the Hudson River The highlight was descending the Wa-
terford Flight, a series of Ave locks that let us down 169 leet in a two-
mile stretch of the Canal that might be the pretticst of them all.

It's 126 miles fram the docks of the Albany Yacht Club to The Bat-
tery and the glass-and-concerete lower Manhattan waterfront, We set
aursights on a loop amound Lady Libery before nightfall, but slowed
down b take in the beauty of notable landmarks like Bannerman’s
Island and is now-crumbling castle, and the mistlopped mountains
flanking Storm King and Bear mountains where the Hudson nar
rows and twists before widening on its way to New York Harbor.

We could have spent time in any of several dozen stopovers. Il
vou're Jucky enough to have a croiser like the Tiara 5800 Sovran with
i protected helm, you can make all or parts of this trip earlier or later
in the season and still be comfortable, But no matter what kind of
cruiser you own, this s not a trip to put off. 3
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